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Federal Criminal Case Timeline

Initial 
Appearance Arraignment Discovery

Pre-Trial
Motions Plea Trial Sentencing



Pre-Trial Motions

Initial 
Appearance Arraignment Discovery Pre-Trial 

Motions Plea Trial Sentencing

Fed. R. Crim. P. 12
D.C.Colo.LCrR 12.1(b)

PAB Crim. Practice Standard III (motions practice)
CMA Crim. Practice Standard 12 (pretrial motions)



Guilty Plea v. Jury Trial | Judicial Statistics
Table D-7—U.S. District Courts–Criminal Judicial Business

Initial 
Appearance Arraignment Discovery Pre-Trial 

Motions Plea Trial Sentencing



Pleas | Notice of Disposition; Plea Agreements; 
Change of Plea Hearings; Appeal Waivers

Initial 
Appearance Arraignment Discovery Pre-Trial 

Motions Plea Trial Sentencing

Fed. R. Crim. P. 11
D.C.Colo.LCrR 11.1

PAB Crim. Practice Standard V
CMA Crim. Practice Standard 11

United States v. Hahn, 359 F.3d 1315 (10th Cir. 2004)



Trial | Voir Dire; Jury Instructions

Initial 
Appearance Arraignment Discovery Pre-Trial 

Motions Plea Trial Sentencing

D.C.Colo.LCrR 17.1.1 (pretrial conference)
D.C.Colo.LCrR 24.1 (communication with jurors)

D.C.Colo.LCrR 53.1 (trial procedures set by judicial officers)
PAB Crim. Practice Standard IV

CMA Crim. Practice Standard 17.1, 24, 30



PSR Objections, Motions, 
Memoranda Sentencing Hearing

Sentencing

Initial 
Appearance Arraignment Discovery Pre-Trial 

Motions Plea Trial Sentencing

Fed. R. Crim. P. 32
18 U.S.C. § 3553(a)

D.C.Colo.LCrR 31.1 (sentencing documents)
CMA Crim. Practice Standard 32



General Questions 

Lawyering

Judging

Your path to the bench



Thank You
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