UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT
DISTRICT OF COLORADO

COVID-19 RESTRICTIONS
REGARDING ENTRANCE TO
COURTHOUSES OR COURTROOMS

DISTRICT COURT GENERAL ORDER
2020-1

Visitor Restrictions
The United States District Court for the District of Colorado announces entry restrictions
for visitors to courthouses or courtrooms in the District as a result of the COVID-19 virus
(coronavirus) outbreak.
Effective immediately, the following persons shall not enter any District of Colorado
courthouse located in Denver or any courtroom located in Colorado Springs, Grand Junction, or
Durango:
•

Persons who have traveled in the last fourteen days to any of the following countries
or regions:
China
Europe (with the exception of Great Britain)
Iran
Japan
South Korea
Any other country for which the CDC has issued a Level 3 Travel Health Notice
(This list may be updated as further guidance is received.)

•

Persons who reside or who have had close contact with someone who has traveled to
any of those countries within the last fourteen days;

•

Persons who have been asked to self-quarantine by any doctor, hospital, or health
agency;

•

Persons who have been diagnosed with, or have had direct contact with, anyone who
has been diagnosed with COVID-19; and

•

Persons with apparent symptoms of COVID-19, such as fever, severe cough, or
shortness of breath.

Anyone attempting to enter in violation of these protocols will be denied entry by a Court
Security Officer or Deputy United States Marshal.

What to do if you are denied access to a District of Colorado Courthouse or Courtroom:
•

If you are represented by an attorney, please contact your attorney;

•

If you are an attorney and you are scheduled to appear in court before a judge,
please contact the chambers of the presiding judge;

•

If you are scheduled to meet with a Pretrial Services Officer or a Probation
Officer, please contact the Probation Office at (303) 844-5424;

•

If you are a juror or prospective juror, please contact the Jury Department at
(303)-844-3924; and

•

For other District Court matters, please contact the Clerk's Office of the U.S.
District Court at (303) 844-3433.

Dated at Denver, Colorado this 13th day of March, 2020.

BY THE COURT:

____________________________
PHILIP A. BRIMMER
Chief United States District Judge

IN UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT
FOR THE DISTRICT OF COLORADO
CARES ACT FINDINGS
REGARDING CRIMINAL
PROCEEDINGS

DISTRICT COURT GENERAL ORDER
2020-4

On March 13, 2020, the President of the United States declared a National Emergency in
response to the COVID-19 pandemic pursuant to the National Emergencies Act, 50 U.S.C.
§ 1601, et seq. On March 27, 2020, Congress passed and the President signed the Coronavirus
Aid, Relief, and Economic Security Act (“CARES Act”), which authorized the Judicial
Conference of the United States to provide authority to Chief District Judges to permit certain
criminal proceedings to be conducted by video or audio teleconference.
On March 29, 2020, the Judicial Conference of the United States found, pursuant to the
CARES Act, that “emergency conditions due to the national emergency declared by the
President under the National Emergencies Act (50 U.S.C. § 1601, et seq.) with respect to the
Coronavirus Disease 2019 (COVID-19) have materially affected and will materially affect the
functioning of the federal courts generally.” Pursuant to § 15002(b) of the CARES Act, the
authority granted by the Judicial Conference of the United States, and on my own motion, I make
the following findings:
1. Emergency conditions due to the COVID-19 pandemic will materially affect the
functioning of the courts within the District of Colorado. Pursuant to § 15002(b)(1) of the
CARES Act, I authorize judges in this district, with the consent of the defendant after
consultation with counsel, to use video teleconferencing, or telephone conferencing if video
teleconferencing is not reasonably available, for the following events:
a. Detention hearings under section 3142 of title 18, United States Code;
b. Initial appearances under Rule 5 of the Federal Rules of Criminal Procedure;

c. Preliminary hearings under Rule 5.1 of the Federal Rules of Criminal Procedure;
d. Waivers of indictment under Rule 7(b) of the Federal Rules of Criminal
Procedure;
e. Arraignments under Rule 10 of the Federal Rules of Criminal Procedure;
f. Probation and supervised release revocation proceedings under Rule 32.1 of the
Federal Rules of Criminal Procedure;
g. Pretrial release revocation proceedings under section 3148 of title 18, United States
Code;
h. Appearances under Rule 40 of the Federal Rules of Criminal Procedure;
i. Misdemeanor pleas and sentencings as described in Rule 43(b)(2) of the Federal
Rules of Criminal Procedure; and
j. Proceedings under chapter 403 of title 18, United States Code (commonly known as
the "Federal Juvenile Delinquency Act"), except for contested transfer hearings and
juvenile delinquency adjudications or trial proceedings.
2. Pursuant to § 15002(b)(2) of the CARES Act, I further find that felony pleas under
Rule 11 of the Federal Rules of Criminal Procedure and felony sentencings under Rule 32 of the
Federal Rules of Criminal Procedure cannot be conducted in person without seriously
jeopardizing public health and safety. As a result, if judges in individual cases find, for specific
reasons, that felony pleas or sentencings in those cases cannot be further delayed without serious
harm to the interests of justice, judges may, with the consent of the defendant after consultation
with counsel, conduct those proceedings by video teleconference, or by telephone conference if
video teleconferencing is not reasonably available. This authority extends to, but is not limited
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to, equivalent plea, sentencing or disposition proceedings under 18 U.S.C. § 403 (commonly
referred to as the “Federal Juvenile Delinquency Act”).
3. This order is effective for ninety days unless terminated earlier. If the emergency
persists longer than ninety days, I will review the situation for possible extension of authority
pursuant to the provisions of the CARES Act. Notwithstanding the foregoing, pursuant to the
CARES Act, this order shall terminate on the last day of the covered emergency period or the
date on which the Judicial Conference of the United States finds that emergency conditions due
to the national emergency declared by the President under the National Emergencies Act with
respect to the COVID-19 pandemic no longer materially affect the functioning of either the
federal courts generally or the courts within the District of Colorado.
IT IS HEREBY ORDERED.
Dated at Denver, Colorado this 6th day of April, 2020.

BY THE COURT

___________________________
PHILIP A. BRIMMER
Chief United States District Judge
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IN UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT
FOR THE DISTRICT OF COLORADO
ELECTRONIC TRANSMISSION
OF BOND REPORTS

DISTRICT COURT GENERAL ORDER
2020-5

In light of the COVID-19 pandemic and the passage of the CARES Act, the Court has
taken measures to expand the use of video teleconferences and/or telephone conferences for
detention hearings in criminal cases. Title 18 U.S.C. § 3153(c)(1) states that “[e]ach pretrial
services report shall be made available to the attorney for the accused and the attorney for the
Government.” For in-person detention hearings, copies of bond reports prepared by Pretrial
Services are distributed to the attorneys at the hearing and then collected at the hearing’s
conclusion. When detention hearings are conducted via video teleconference or telephonically,
the physical distribution and collection of bond reports is not possible. In order to provide a
workable method of distributing bond reports, it is necessary for the Court to facilitate the
electronic distribution of such reports to the attorneys.
Therefore, it is ordered that the Probation Office may provide an electronic copy of the
bond report and all supplemental bond reports to the attorney for the United States and the
attorney for the defendant in connection with a detention hearing. Pursuant to 18 U.S.C.
§ 3153(c)(1), bond reports “shall be used only for the purposes of a bail determination and shall
otherwise be confidential.” The bond reports are not public records and shall not be reproduced
or disclosed to any other party.
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This Order will terminate ninety days from the date of issuance.
IT IS HEREBY ORDERED.
Dated at Denver, Colorado this 8th day of April, 2020.

BY THE COURT

___________________________
PHILIP A. BRIMMER
Chief United States District Judge
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IN UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT
FOR THE DISTRICT OF COLORADO
COMPASSIONATE RELEASE
UNDER SECTION 603(b) OF THE
FIRST STEP ACT OF 2018

DISTRICT COURT GENERAL
ORDER 2020 - 7

Pursuant to the Criminal Justice Act, 18 U.S.C. §§ 3006A(a)(1) and (c), the Office of
the Federal Public Defender for the District of Colorado (“Federal Public Defender”) is hereby
appointed to represent any defendant convicted in this District, who was previously determined
to have been entitled to appointment of counsel or who is now indigent, to decide whether the
defendant is eligible to petition the Court for compassionate release under Section 603(b) of the
First Step Act of 2018, 18 U.S.C. §§ 3582(c) and (d), and, where appropriate, to file a motion
for compassionate release.
Should the Federal Public Defender conclude that it cannot undertake the representation
described in this Order, whether due to conflict or capacity, a member of the Criminal Justice
Act Panel shall be appointed to represent the defendant.
In the case of a defendant who was previously represented by a member of the Criminal
Justice Act Panel (“CJA”), and where the CJA counsel expresses a willingness to represent the
defendant in pursuing compassionate release, CJA counsel is hereby appointed under this Order
to determine whether the defendant is eligible to petition the Court for compassionate release
under Section 603(b) of the First Step Act of 2018, 18 U.S.C. §§ 3582(c) and (d), and, where
appropriate, to file a motion for compassionate release.
The Clerk’s Office shall promptly notify the Federal Public Defender of all pro se
motions seeking compassionate release. These pro se filings will be reviewed by the Federal
Public Defender and timely addressed in the manner described above.

For purposes of determining eligibility and preparing compassionate release motions,
the Court directs the United States Probation Office for the District of Colorado to disclose
Presentence Investigation Reports, Judgments in a Criminal Case, and Statements of Reasons
to the Federal Public Defender, CJA counsel, or privately retained counsel.
All requests for compassionate release shall be filed in the original criminal case. In the
event that the presiding judge in the original proceeding is no longer serving as a judge in this
District, the case shall be reassigned on a random basis under D.C.COLO.LCrR 50.1.
Dated at Denver, Colorado this 21st day of April, 2020.

BY THE COURT:

___________________________
PHILIP A. BRIMMER
Chief United States District Judge

IN UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT
FOR THE DISTRICT OF COLORADO
COURT OPERATIONS UNDER THE
EXIGENT CIRCUMSTANCES
CREATED BY COVID-19

DISTRICT COURT GENERAL ORDER
2020-6

Due to the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic, this General Order modifies certain dates in
General Order 2020-3. The justification for this General Order remains the same as for General
Order 2020-3. It is
ORDERED that, through May 29, 2020, only those persons with official court business
shall enter the courthouses and U.S. Probation Offices of the United States District Court for the
District of Colorado. It is further
ORDERED that all civil and criminal trials scheduled to commence now through May
29, 2020 before any district or magistrate judge in any courthouse in the District of Colorado are
CONTINUED subject to further order of the presiding judicial officer. It is further
ORDERED that all grand jury proceedings are SUSPENDED through May 29, 2020 and
therefore, pursuant to 18 U.S.C. § 3161, a grand jury within the District of Colorado is not
available during that period. It is further
ORDERED that Central Violations Bureau calendars set through May 29, 2020 are
CONTINUED. New dates for the cases scheduled on such dockets shall be reset without the
need to file any motions with the Court. It is further
ORDERED that all naturalization ceremonies scheduled through May 29, 2020 are
POSTPONED and will be rescheduled. It is further
ORDERED that all public and bar-related functions scheduled to take place in any
courthouse facility in the District of Colorado through May 29, 2020 are CANCELED.
All other terms of General Order 2020-3 remain in effect through May 29, 2020.
Dated at Denver, Colorado this 21st day of April, 2020.

BY THE COURT

PHILIP A. BRIMMER
Chief United States District Judge
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IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT
FOR THE DISTRICT OF COLORADO
Chief Judge Philip A. Brimmer
Case No. 20-mc-00064-PAB
IN RE MATTER OF CERTAIN ADMINISTRATIVE AND CIVIL FORFEITURE
PROCEEDINGS
______________________________________________________________________
ORDER EXTENDING CERTAIN STATUTORY DEADLINES FOR NOTICE OF
ADMINISTRATIVE ASSET FORFEITURE PROCEEDINGS AND ACTION
______________________________________________________________________
This matter comes before the Court on the United States’ Motion for Blanket
Extension of Deadline for Sending Notice in Certain Pending Administrative Forfeiture
Proceedings [Docket No. 1], wherein the government moves this Court for an extension
of time for all federal seizing agencies in this district to commence administrative
forfeiture proceedings due to the COVID-19 pandemic. The Court makes the following
findings and orders as follows.
FINDINGS:
1. The United States has applied, pursuant to 18 U.S.C. § 983, for an Order
granting a 60-day blanket extension of the statutory deadlines by which the government
is required to provide notice of administrative forfeiture proceedings against seized
property.
2. The President of the United States has declared a state of emergency in
response to the spread of COVID-19 (coronavirus).
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3. The Governor of the State of Colorado has declared a state of emergency in
response to the spread of COVID-19 and has issued a state-wide “Stay at Home” order
through April 26, 2020.
4. The Mayor of Washington D.C. has issued a “Stay at Home” order through
May 15, 2020.
5. The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention have advised taking
measures to slow the spread of COVID-19 and precautions to reduce the possibility of
exposure to the virus.
6. On March 15, 2020, to allow federal employees to engage in social distancing
to slow the spread of COVID-19, U.S. Attorney General William Barr implemented a
“maximum telework” policy, which includes all Department of Justice law enforcement
components. Similar orders were issued by the Departments of Homeland Security and
Treasury. As a result, virtually all asset forfeiture personnel working in the headquarters
facilities of these agencies in and around Washington, D.C. are teleworking, as are the
large majority of the attorneys and staff at the U.S. Attorney’s Office in this district.
7. On March 27, 2020, the Court issued General Order No. 2020-3, as extended
by General Order 2020-6, authorizing acceptance of filings from unrepresented parties
via email, and closing the Clerk’s Office and Probation Offices to public entry.
8. Based on the United States’ motion and the supporting certifications of
supervisory officials of the Drug Enforcement Administration (“DEA”); the Bureau of
Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms & Explosives (“ATF”); the Federal Bureau of Investigation
(“FBI”); Customs and Border Protection (“CBP”), which is also responsible for
processing seizures by Homeland Security Investigations and U.S. Border Patrol; the
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U.S. Secret Service (“USSS”); and Internal Revenue Service – criminal Investigation
(“IRS-CI”), the Court finds that the continued operation of the administrative forfeiture
programs of DEA, ATF, FBI, CBP, USSS, IRS-CI, as well as the United States Postal
Inspection Service (“the Agencies”), which includes sending notice within the statutory
time-frame prescribed by 18 U.S.C. § 983(a)(1)(A), is likely to endanger the lives or
physical safety of numerous individuals given the COVID-19 pandemic.
9. The Court finds that the danger to life and physical safety constitutes good
cause under 18 U.S.C. § 983(a)(1)(C) for an extension of the deadlines to send notice
of administrative forfeiture.
WHEREFORE, IT IS
ORDERED that, for all federal seizures of property that occurred in the District of
Colorado between February 20, 2020 and April 20, 2020, the deadline established by
18 U.S.C. § 983(a)(1)(A)(i) for the seizing Agency to commence administrative forfeiture
proceedings against such property is extended for a period of 60 days pursuant to 18
U.S.C. § 983(a)(1)(C). It is further
ORDERED that, for all seizures of property by state and local law enforcement
agencies that occurred in the District of Colorado between January 20, 2020 and April
20, 2020, which seizures were or are thereafter adopted by one of the Agencies, the
deadline established by 18 U.S.C. § 983(a)(1)(A)(iv) for the adopting Agency to
commence administrative forfeiture proceedings against such property is extended for a
period of 60 days pursuant to 18 U.S.C. § 983(a)(1)(C). It is further
ORDERED that, for any property as to which an Agency executed a 30-day
extension of any administrative notice deadline pursuant to 18 U.S.C. § 983(a)(1)(B)
and for which the extended deadline is on or after April 20, 2020, the deadline for the
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sending of the required notice is extended for 60 days from the current deadline
pursuant to 18 U.S.C. § 983(a)(1)(C).

DATED April 23, 2020.
BY THE COURT:

__________________________
PHILIP A. BRIMMER
Chief United States District Judge

Clerk’s Office Counter Closed due to COVID-19
(Amended on 4/24/2020)
Notice to parties that are not required to file electronically.
Unrepresented parties must file either:
• By using the U.S. Mail to U.S. District Court Clerk’s Office, 901 19th Street, Denver, CO
80294; or,
• By depositing the filings in a newly established drop box during normal business hours
(currently 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. Mountain Time) located inside the front door of the Alfred A.
Arraj U.S. District Courthouse, 901 19th Street, Denver, CO; or,
• Until further notice, by emailing the filings to COD_ProSe_Filing@cod.uscourts.gov.
(that is COD_ProSe_Filing@cod.uscourts.gov).
Note: You will receive an email confirmation of receipt when we have received your filing. If you do
not receive a confirmation of receipt, or have any questions, please contact the Clerk’s Office at (303)
844-3433 – Option 0. Please be advised that this email address is for filing only; it will not be used to
correspond with any customers.
Emailed documents must be:
• Signed in electronic format (s/Name) or signed by hand and scanned; and,
• Documents to be filed must be attached to the email in either Microsoft Word or PDF
format; and,
• The email must contain the filer’s name, address, and telephone number; and,
• New cases must include “PRO SE FILING – NEW CASE” in the email’s subject line; and,
• Existing cases must include “PRO SE FILING – [include the case number]” in the email’s
subject line.
• Note: These filing procedures do not alter the responsibility of the parties to effect service as
required by Federal Rules of Civil Procedure 4 and 5.
During these exigent circumstances
CASH PAYMENTS WILL NO LONGER BE ACCEPTED.
• All payments shall made be by check or money order, payable to “Clerk, U.S. District Court, or
by submitting a “Single Transaction Credit Card Authorization Form” via U.S. Mail or deposited
into the drop box.
• All forms of payment must be in the exact amount required by the current fee schedule
http://www.cod.uscourts.gov/CourtOperations/FeeSchedule.aspx. Clerk’s office forms will also
be available inside the courthouse’s front door.
• Case related questions or assistance in determining the exact amount of payment may be
emailed to cod_cmecf@cod.uscourts.gov (that is cod_cmecf@cod.uscourts.gov) or telephoned
to (303) 844-3433 – Option 0.

The clerk’s office is not deemed “inaccessible” for purposes of computing filing deadlines under
Fed.R.Civ.P. 6(a)(3) or Fed.R.Crim.P. 45(a)(3), and is deemed “open” for the purposes of
Fed.R.Civ.P. 77(c).

IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT
COURT FOR THE DISTRICT OF
COLORADO
CONTINUATION OF TRIALS
THROUGH JULY 6, 2020

DISTRICT COURT GENERAL ORDER
2020-8

The Court continues to monitor the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic. In order to provide
additional information to litigants and prospective jurors, this General Order modifies certain
dates in General Order 2020-6. The justification for this General Order is the same as for
General Orders 2020-3 and 2020-6. It is
ORDERED that all civil and criminal trials scheduled to commence now through July 6,
2020 before any district or magistrate judge in any courthouse in the District of Colorado are
CONTINUED subject to further order of the presiding judicial officer.
All other terms of General Order 2020-3, and those modified by General Order
2020-6, continue to remain in effect through May 29, 2020.
Dated at Denver, Colorado this 6th day of May, 2020.

BY THE COURT

PHILIP A. BRIMMER
Chief United States District Judge

IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT
FOR THE DISTRICT OF COLORADO
COURT OPERATIONS UNDER
EXIGENT CIRCUMSTANCES
CREATED BY COVID-19

DISTRICT COURT GENERAL ORDER
2020-9

Due to the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic, this General Order modifies certain dates in
General Order 2020-6. The justification for this General Order is the same as for General Orders
2020-3, 2020-6, and 2020-8. It is
ORDERED that, through June 19, 2020, only those persons with official court business
shall enter the courthouses and U.S. Probation Offices of the United States District Court for the
District of Colorado. It is further
ORDERED that all naturalization ceremonies scheduled through June 19, 2020 are
POSTPONED and will be rescheduled. It is further
ORDERED that all public and bar-related functions scheduled to take place in any
courthouse facility in the District of Colorado through June 19, 2020 are CANCELED.
All other terms of General Order 2020-3 remain in effect through June 19, 2020.
Trials are continued up to July 6, 2020, as noted in General Order 2020-8.
Dated at Denver, Colorado this 21st day of May, 2020.

BY THE COURT

PHILIP A. BRIMMER
Chief United States District Judge

